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IMPORTANT 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK.  WYO. 


Smaaary  of  the  April  1952  MoaliLly  Narirative  Report  for 

XELUm^mE,  HAHOHAL  PAHE 


^|;A1!!ER: 


gFEGIAL 

ACTIVITIES: 


IMJSISGi 
POBLICITYs 


PLAHS.  MAPS  AHD 
SBKVEISj 


C^S^BCTICafs 


Clear  J  warm,  ULttl©  precipitatlcm. 


1 


Bogers  txl|^  to  Bosesitan,  to  Cluster  with  Joffe, 
to  Mlliags  with  Haynee  to  ppesart  Historioal 
Society  pto^Bm^  to  l^tte  &  Heleim  yith  Lace. 
Joffe  to  wildlife  c<mfer&kee,  Idviagstcm;  to 
travel  Ooimselm>a  S<^ool,  Heleca.     Anderson  & 
HLUer  to  Bossemea  cm  \f&ge  svrrey.     EoMnsoa  §c 
Way  to  MissoQla  &  %>okane  foir  iK^tiipsBcacit;  Bobins<»i 
to  Kansas  Ci-^  teat  mev  sedans.     Mattson  to  Qimter 
&  Tetcai.    Hortherxi  Paeifle  group  to  Old  P^ithful. 
PerfoTEiance  ratings,     Bechleac  River  iimluded  in 
Ifest  lell.  Bisi^ct*    Roads  vest  side  opened  27th. 
Hesiiltaii  Store  opened  for  lodging  &  asals.     "Miite 
Mmaitaiii*'  asith  retired.  1-2 

Ru^  Bosar-Qi,  Eanger,  01;;is^C;  jba.     %i,  Bumi,  in 
^arge  Lalce  Batdu^ry,  in.  2 

MeCcBfts  k  Sdioder  to  Glacier  eonf .     Training 
charts «     ¥e^kly  Hevs.     Staff  iseetdi^  to  meet 
Hasiltcm  &  Bpoun.     BssdkB^mxper  film  relieved.  3 

Circular  &  pores s  release  on  opesdag  dates.     1952 
fishing  z*egula'U.ons .    Ilk  hunting  artiele  in 
Satordc^  Ivening  Post,  3 

Reriew  of  master  plans,  trail  ^stoiSL  &  developa^nt 
plans.     Flan  t€ap  prapBBe  heatii^  in  H^  &  IS.ldlife 
^rvice  residenee.     Plans  for  hathi^  facilities 
additi(m  to  0,  F,  cabin  office  &  for  boil^  hcmse, 
Islork  on  Canyoaa  plans.     Eoad  eenter-line  spotting.     3-4 
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»,  w^oK  lilting.     Progress  on  snow  ploving. 
3  BainteBB&ee  crews.     Sods  roads  breaking  tip. 
faking  area  work  at  Liberty  Cap.     Seating  of 
poles.    Ce»tter-line  stripii^, 

Cai^on  area  signs i  scrae  trail  signs. 

Only  active  projects  listed. 
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CQHCESSIOHERS ;     I. P. Co.  mess  opened;  work  on  laundry  boilding. 

Increase  in  gas  prices.  R.H.  Buck  in  on  way  to 
St.  Paul,  J.  E.  Haynes  moved  in.  X.P.Co.  meal 
rates  approved.  I>r.  Gerlach  on  vacation. 
"AccoEonodatians  &  Services"  leaflet.  Povah, 
Helppie  &  Hamilton  crew  in.  John  Uicshols  in?  to 
return  middle  of  May. 

HELIGIOUS  SERVICES  Sunday  School,  Church,  plans  for  siosmer  program, 
AHD  CHAPEL  USEs   Easter  Sunrise  Services. 


Page 
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INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES; 


Cond<»i  gave  various  talks  with  pictures;  radio 
broadcast. 


MUSEUM  ACTIVITIES 
AHD  EXHIBITS: 

RESEARCH  AICD 
OBSERVATIONS 


HATORAL  HISTQRI 
ASSOCIATION: 


Ijmproved  storage  facilities,  herbariim,  tools. 

More  artifacts  received,  6 

Editing  of  Brodrick  manuscripts  on  birds  &  aniaials. 
Marler  manuscript  on  Old  F&ithful,  Work  <m 
master  plan  development  outline.  Chittenden 
material  on  stag©  holdups  to  be  copied.  Damage 
by  elk  &  buffalo  to  geyser  area.  Lower  teaapera- 
ture  of  Black  Growler,  ^ming  G^ser  etc.  active,  7 


"Geyser land '<  film  sent  for  duplication  and  sent 
for  placement  magnetic  sound  strip  in  hopes  can 
obtain  magnetic  sound  projector.  Supply  paper 
for  publications.  Nature  Notes.  Msmy  sales 
books  received.  J&*s.  Quist  clerk.  Marler  tensi- 
nated  26th. 


INCREASE  OE  DE- 
CREASE m   TRAVEL:  3,300  people;  2,195  last  April,-  400  first  day. 


VISITORS I 
RANGER  SERVICE: 


Frans  Lipp,  photographer,  in. 
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Housecleening  in  office ^  field  office  supplies, 
mimeographing  forms j  manual  revisions,  taraining 
charts,  organization  charts ^  elk  chart,  recruit- 
m€Bit  rangers^  grounds  work,  ski  trip  to  Cai^cm, 
fish  planting,  etc.  Jacobson  manned  Old  Faithful,  S-9 


WILDLIIS  AND  FISH:  Survey  of  winter  kill.  Annual  Elk  Report |  showed 


ELK: 


: 

BISON I 

FOREST  FIRE 
PROTECTION: 


4., 300  removed  fi-cm  northern  h@rd,  itemized. 
Approx,  7,700  in  herd  before  calves  bom. 

Fish  planting. 

Aerial  count;  total  976. 

Chapman  to  meeting  viith  Forest  Service  re  fire- 
fighter rates;  4»2?^  increases.  Conferred  re. 
parachuting.  Arrangeaaents  re  fire  weather. 


9 
9 

19 

10 


ii 


^^^^tj''^-:  Tj.  >;f^^''  ^    .I'.o.j-  ;u^:i.  .f>  o.zf'  .X.I.I  ^ii^liiMS^ 

^M..Z:}-y.f'K:   'IB^JS-i.--;  "£-::::  S^rki,:;    ,  :^'91J.:^   ,■"-■-•'-■ ••'■  ^''-\^- "  ■"" '^ 


'■^^t#i;i,^,v-     .iJ'^K?    ?i;:-lLfKf    mfOS":'}^    P  '  r  '     ■^L^  -. -r-^y^-.:-c/;,,,-fv,| 


V  »(«i-,n 


,i5S5v"i:^t''C\,  ,  i  • ^  ■    .  ,1, 

^f^l&CiB   ^o&'r  "Wfy/ir^D  :;;fEi:iK;ss^     ,.'XM:5*&Ti/  r^a;iXs3  '\c  ©'P^ 

-    '.1.  J'ji'  'iv''I/t^r!  w{  X 

^.T  ?■;'■,    ,rS''tJ''^    (T^     S)  ^■f'-4    *:5*J'     s^C^'',  V.   -fi.j'rjef'iV'     'ff--^-^     -.■"V     '"'^    h^  ^  I^^Lf^'^S^I 

.M*'l?  X??ir«xt  Jm&ii  l^^tmk  I'KZJM. 
M 


BLISTER  RPSy 
COMOLj 

ypOD  UTILIZATION i 

BUILDim  FIBE 
PROTECTION: 

TRAILS  t 
ACCIDENTS i 


Chaptnan  to  SpolOUMi  Z*e  progr^a  sn&  to  bring 
back  stoves  &  eots. 

Ijispection  vdiere  trees  had  been  eut. 

Inspection  Y.P.Co.  buildings,  Gardiner.     Govt, 
buildings  at  Lamar  being  inspected. 


20 
10 

31 


Difficulty  recruiting  skilled  ti'ail  crew  &  foreBaai, 
800  trail  markers  cut  aj^d  painted,  11 


2  accid^ats  on  Gallatin  road.  No  injuries  to 
personnel. 


LAW  SNFORCEMMT:    No  Cormaissioner  yet  appointed* 


11 

11 


DEAIHS: 


PEHSONMBL: 


MISCELLANEOUS  3 


E.  A,  Allan,  retired  Powerhouse  Operator,  died  of 
heart  attack,  fe,  Fergiaon,  Manager  Montana 
Automobile  Club,  etc.  died  of  heart  attack.      11-12 


Warren  F,  Hamilton,  Asst.  Supt. >  arrived. 
!ferjorie  Proper,  seas.  Clerk- l^ist,  tenainated, 
Caiarles  E,  l^re  appointed  ftroject  Clerk,  03-^, 
Betty  Lee  Proznick  returned  fro©  leave  without 
pay.  Harry  ¥,  Reynolds  transferred  to  Air  Rescue 
Squadron,  Otto  M.  aroim.  Chief  Ranger,  arrived. 
Betty  Jane  Thomas,  seas.  Clerk-l^ist,  appointed. 


F.E.U.  meeting;  Condon  showed  Yellowstone  movie. 
A.F.G.E.  iceeting. 
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UNITED  STATES  Beport  lial 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK.  WYO. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

M^  8,  1952 

tot  Hhe  Director 

Froa;  Supertotend^at,  Ielloi.fBt<me  Natianal  Park 

Subjects    ManthOy  Beport  for  &pr±l  1952 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  far  lellovstoae 
national  Park  during  the  mmih  of  April  1952: 

Ifeatfaer  CoiadildLoBas.     April  \ias  characterized  hj  beau-td.ful 
veather  this  year.     Only  7  days  were  recorded  as  cloiHiy,  3  were  listed 
as  p^o'tly  elotdy,  axud  the  rcraainiBg  20  dsys  vere  bright,  ^jarm  and  clear, 
Precipitatloa  totaled  only  0.31  of  mk  iz^eh,  idiich  is  0,68  below  a  ^even 
year  average  of  0,99  of  an  in^h.     Sie  sno^  had  jaelted  t^ma  tl^  Vkamoih 
area  \^  the  15th  and  only  a  fev  patches  of  iee  In  ravines  ai^  shaded 
spots  ren&ain  at  i^is  writing,     the  ^sasdimM  tes^^ratore  of  73^  was 
registered  cm  ihe  27th  and  ih'Q  MnijBaQQH  tes^perature  of  12^  was  z^eorded 
on  the  1st  and  9th, 

Ccocparative  precipitation  totals  for  April  in  past  years  are 
as  follaws:    1951  -  1.44",  1950  -  1.79**,  194-9  ~  0.76«,  1948  -  1.17'', 
1947  -  l.O?**,  1946  -  0.36". 

Bie  warm  veathco*  facilitated  the  aaiow  removal  prc^aia  and 
Etach  of  the  cleared  road  dried  qnicMy. 

Speeial  Activities.     Siapesrinteadent  R^ers  made  trips  to 
Bozeoian  on  April  1  and  22  to  visit  the  library  there  in  connection  with 
his  projeet  covering  the  legislative  history  of  the  areas  administered 
by  the  National  Park  Service  |  a  trip  ¥as  made  to  Ouster  Battlefield  on 
^pril  17  with  Adsninistrative  Assistant  Joffe  to  inspect  1^©  new  mnseim 
there  and  to  discuss  area  Batters  with  the  Sii^rintendent,  retttming  cm 
the  16th?  a  trip  was  aade  to  Billings  on  April  26  v/ith  It*.  J.  E.  Haynes 
to  present  the  ppo^rma  for  the  Yellowstone  Historical  Society,  returning 
on  the  27th;  and  a  trip  mis  Hjade  to  ihitte  aaad  Helena  on  April  30  idth 
Superintendent  Luce  of  Custer  Battlefield  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
program  dedicating  the  museiaa  there  to  be  held  Jtme  25.     'Ss.gj  escpected 
to  retiim  May  1, 

Administrative  Assistant  Joffe  went  to  Livingston  on  April  5 
to  discuss  the  Horthaistt  elk  jaroblem  with  State  and  Goveriment  officials 
and  to  meet  with  the  Southwestern  District  of  the  l-kaitana  Wildlife 
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Federation  on  April  6  for  a  disciissicai  of  ihls  problem.     He  returned  aa 
the  6th.     A  trip  was  made  to  Helena  on  April  28  to  attend  the  Montana 
Travel  Coiinselors  School  sponsored  by  the  Montana  Hi^iray  Departsent 
and  to  disci^s  park  operations  for  the  smrsmer  and  to  make  arrangements 
for  handling  pnljlicity  for  the  Associated  Press  and  United  Press.    He 
returned  on  the  30th. 

Chief  Clerk  Anderson  and  Shop  Foreman  Miller  went  to  Bozeman 
on  April  A  in  connection  with  the  wa^e  board  snrvey. 

Mechanical  aipervisor  Robinscai  and  District  Park  Ranger  Way- 
went  to  Missoula  and  Spokane  on  April  7  to  pick  np  surplus  equipment  and 
rettim  it  to  the  park,  Ifr.  Robinson  went  to  Kansas  Gi-ty  on  April  14  to 
obtain  delivery  of  two  Chevrolet  sedans. 

Resident  Landscape  Architect  Jfettscai  mad©  a  trip  to  Custer 
Battlefield  on  April  L4  and  to  Grand  Tetcaa  National-  Park  on  the  28tli. 

^e  Horthern  Pacific  Railw^  brought  in  a  party  of  3S  people 
on  April  18  for  a  trip  to  Old  Sklthful,  this  being  the  first  party  to 
visit  the  area  for  the  1952  season. 

Sie  JIarch  31  performance  ratings  were  ccaspleted  during  the 
mtaith  end  distributed  to  eauplcyees  concerned. 

On  April  24  a  laeanorandura  was  issued  consolidating  the  Beehler 
River  District  idth  the  Vest  Yellowstone  District,  the  District  Park 
Ranger  assigned  to  l^'est  leHowstone  being  in  charge  of  the  enlarged 
district.  Hereafter  the  Beehler  River  District  headquarters  wiH  be 
referred  to  as  the  Beehler  River  Ranger  Station. 

The  roads  on  the  west  side  of  the  perk  frcaa  MasMoth  to  Old 
Faithful  and  West  lellotistone  were  c^ned  to  public  travel  on  Apidl  27. 
The  Haiailtcai  Store  at  Old  Faithful  was  opened  to  take  care  of  overnight 
guests  and  serve  meals.  This   service  will  be  available  until  Jifey  10 
when  the  cafeteria  and  tourist  cabins  at  Old  i^ithful  will  open. 

Charles  J.  "llhlte  l^buntain'-  &iith,  aicperintendent  of  2ion 
and  Bryce  Canyon  National  Parks,  retired  at  the  close  of  busJUiess 
April  30  at  the  age  of  70.  Vt*   Smith  was  a  stagecoach  driver  in 
Yellowstone  in  1908  and  served  for  a  nuaber  of  years  in  this  park. 

Inspections .  Hu^  Bozarth.  Pferk  Ranger,  Olyiipic  National 
Park,  was  a  visitor  at  MainBioth  on  April  4  while  on  vacation. 

William  Dunn,  Fish  and  Vildlife  Service j  in  charge  of  the 
Lake  Hatchery,  arrived  in  the  park  April  14,  expecting  to  take  a  crew 
to  Lake  as  soon  as  the  roads  were  opened  to  that  point. 


Yeliowatone  Park,  Wyoming' 
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In-Service  Trsipjnp,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  J^bComas  and  Park 
Ranger  Sdioder  attended  the  Glacier  Park  Ranger  Ccaaference  in  Glacier 
national  Park  held  during  tli©  week  of  April  20. 

Charts  to  be  used  in  in  service  training  for  the  protection 
division  were  prepared  during  the  month. 

The  Yellows tcme  Weekly  Hews  was  issued  each  Ihursdagr  with  a 
view  to  keeping  employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  inform^, 
of  park  happenings. 

A  staff  meeting  was  held  on  April  3  to  aoquaint  park  personnel 
with  the  new  Assistant  Superintendent,  l.'arren  F.  Hamilton,  and  another 
BlmHar  meeting  was  held  on  the  23rd  for  acquaintajog  park  personnel  with 
the  new  Chief  Ranger,  Otto  M,  Bsrown. 

A  smoke jumper  film  entitled  ^Telephone  Creek"  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Aeronautics,  State  of  Idaho,  \ms   reviewed  by  park  perscHinel 
on  ^ril  25. 

Publicity.  An  information  circular  \d.th  regard  to  the  opening 
of  roads  end  accanmodations  for  the  1952  season  was  issued  on  April  10 
for  general  distributicfli. 

On  April  22  a  press  release  was  issued  and  sent  to  the  perk's 
mailing  list  on  the  opening  of  the  roads  and  accoiamodations  for  the 
1952  season. 

Hie  1952  fishing  regulations,  v*iich  were  approved  "by   -the 
Secreteiy  of  the  Interior  on  April  9»  were  published  and  released  for 
distribution  on  April  23. 

A  very  interesting  article  on  elk  himting  in  Park  County, 
Montana,  north  of  the  park,  entitled  'And  They  Call  This  Sport"  by 
Edmund  Christopher son  with  several  pictures  by  Ernst  Peterson  appeared 
in  the  April  22  issue  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  and  resulted  in  much 
comment,  f-fessrs.  Christoplierson  and  Peterson  of  Mssoula  visited  the 
park  and  Gairdiner  in  early  January  to  gather  material  for  iiie  article. 

Plans.  VIbx>s   and  3urve3rs.  Several  master  plans  were  reviewed 
by  the  park  staff  and  returned  to  the  Region  Tv7o  Office  with  reconaaenda- 
tions  for  approval  tjy  the  Superintendent.  The  trail  system  was  checked 
and  returned  to  the  Region  lio  Office  for  final  check.  The  general 
development  plans  are  now  being  revirswed  hy   the  park  staff. 

Ihe  Fish  and  Mildlifc  Service  has  subaaitted  a  plan  for  propane 
heating  of  the  large  residence  at  the  Lake  Fish  flatchery,  which  plan  was 
submitted  to  the  Region  Two  Office  on  April  15. 
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Bie  Yelloiv'stone  Park  CoB^jany  submitted  plans  for  the  addition 
of  bathing  facilitiee  to  the  Old  Faithftil  cabin  office  bxailding,  ^ich 
were  submitted  to  tiie  Region  Two  Office  April  4-  together  with  request 
for  reapproval  of  boiler  house  plans  IEL-8076A  and  YEL--8099. 

Assistant  Engineers  Thuring  and  Rowe  spent  most  of  the  month 
on  plans  for  Canyon.  About  15  miles  of  road  center  line  were  spotted 
and  9  miles  striped. 

Maint^iance.  !I3ae  month  was  quite  warm  and  the  melting  of  the 
snow  pack  was  very  rapid.  Very  little  precipitation  fell  during  the 
month. 

Snow  plowing  wao  continuous  seven  days  a  week  and  very  good 
progress  was  made.  !Hiere  was  very  little  hard  packed  snow  to  contend 
with  but  by  the  end  of  the  maith  the  plows  were  just  reaching  the  deep 
snow  belt.  F±v@   plov;s  are  being  used,  Ihe  plows  reached  lorris  on 
April  5,  Madison  Junction  April  9j  Canyon  on  the  13th,  and  Old  Faithful 
caa  the  14.th.  The  road  from  Mammoth  to  Old  Faithful  and  Ifest  SJnaab 
was  opened  to  public  travel  on  the  27th,  At  the  e^d   of  the  month  the 
plows  \jere  operating  east  of  Lake  8n&   south  of  IHiumb. 

Snail  maintenance  crews  are  located  at  Ifeoroioth,  Ifedison  and 
Gallatin,  Others  will  open  soon. 

^e  Gallatin  and  tiie  Maamioth  to  Tower  Fall  sections  of  road 
were  breaking  up  quite  badly.  Other  sections  open  at  this  time  are  in 
good  condition. 

A  small  crew  made  good  progress  in  shaping  the  parking  areas 
at  Liberty  Gap  and  another  small  crew  is  peeling  and  treating  guard 
rail  logs  and  posts. 

Mne  miles  of  center-line  stripe  were  put  down. 

Signs.  Craapositdon  details  have  been  prepared  for  all  of  the 
signs  v^ich  will  be  used  in  the  Canyon  area  with  but  few  exceptions. 
Shis  also  included  a  number  of  trail  signs. 

New  Construction.  All  road  construction  projects  remained 
closed  during  the  month.  The  surfacing  contractors  on  the  south 
entrance  approach  road  plan  to  get  to  this  project  just  as  soon  as 
snow  conditions  permit.  The  road  north  of  Moran  Junction  was  covered 
with  snow  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

All  other  projects  except  the  following  were  inactive  during 
the  mcaith  due  to  winter  closedo^m  of  work: 
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Account  233.01,  Campground  rehabilitation  throughout  the 
park.— Logs  for  campground  tables  and  seats  were  peeled  and  treated. 
Forty  additional  fireplaces  were  asseimbled. 


month. 


Account  332.10,  Jlre  ^3eter,  Mammoth. — Job  completed  during 


Account  234.>  Maamioth  Miseum  HehabiHtation, — Job  95  per  cent 
complete;  small  amount  of  painting  to  finish. 

Concessioners.  The  Yellowstone  Park  Cco^pany  opened  its 
Memmoth  mess  on  April  1  when  work  was  resijmed  on  the  laxmdry  building. 

Advice  was  received  on  April  1  that  the  I^ehington  Office  had 
approved  an  increase  in  the  price  of  gasoline  in  the  park  to  32#  per 
gallon  for  Regular  and  34^  per  gallon  for  Ethyl. 

R.  H.  Buck,  Assistant  Manager,  Ho'tel  Division,  Yellowstone 
Park  Caampany,  arrived  in  the  park  on  April  A  enroute  to  St,  Paul  idiere 
he  expected  to  open  an  office  for  the  recruitment  of  personnel  for  the 
hotels  for  the  summer. 

Hr.  J.  E,  Haynes  moved  to  his  summer  office  at  MEomaoth  on 

April  11. 

On  April  H.  the  Washington  Oi'fice  advised  ihat   the  recommended 
changes  in  the  1952  loeal  and  cafeteria  rates  for  the  Yellowstone  Park 
Company  were  approved  end  sent  to  the  O.P.S.  for  thirty  days. 

Dr.  Jim  Gerlach,  Resident  fhysiciai^  left  the  park  on  April  21 
for  a  month's  vacation  on  the  west  coast,  Ififfse  Marie  Lebeis  was 
placed  in  charge  during  Dr.  Gerlach's  absence. 

!Ihe  Yellowstone  Park  Company's  print  shop  at  !femmoth  issued 
its  new  1952  "Accommodations  and  Services'-  leaflet  on  April  17. 

Mr.  Trev  Povah,  Manager  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Service 
Stations  and  Vice-President  of  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.j  arrived  in  the 
park  on  April  23.  Gar  Helppie,  Manager  of  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc., 
arrived  with  a  crew  for  Old  Faithful  on  April  24,. 

Jdm  Q.  Nichols,  Vice  President  of  the  Yellowstone  Park 
Company,  arrived  in  the  park  on  April  24  and  departed  for  California 
on  the  28th,  expecting  to  return  about  the  middle  of  ^fey. 

Religious  Services  and  Chapel  Use.  The  Yellowstone  Park 
Chapel  was  used  for  the  regular  etxmjiunity  Sunday  School  service  at 
10:30  each  Sunday,  with  the  children  of  the  community  serving  as 
leaders . 

On  April  6  Rev,  E.  A.  Syms  of  Livingston,  I-bntana,  conducted 
the  inter-dencaninational  Protestant  services  at  7:30  p.m. 
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The  lellovstone  Park  Ghijrch  Connmittee  met  <m  April  8  wd 
after  considerable  discussion  decided  that  th©  Easter  services  should 
be  handled  1:^  the  ^oup  v*io  has  been  directing  the  >%BBaoth-Gardiner 
church  services  program  for  th©  past  td-nter.  At  this  same  meeting  it 
was  decided  that  iAie  religious  services  program  for  the  1952  season 
should  follo¥  the  seme  pattern  as  that  for  1951.  Following  this 
meeting  correspondence  \m.s  prepared  for  the  superintendent's  signa- 
ture to  the  Princeton  Seminary  relative  to  the  student  ministers. 

The  lellowstcme  Park  Chapel  was  decorated  for  the  special 
Easter  sunrise  services  and  this  was  held  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  13 
at  6:00  a.m.  Ta.e   Rev.  irthur  V.  Seebart  of  Livingston,  Montana, 
preached  the  sermon  end  music  was  provided  by  the  Gardiner-l^laBmioth 
adult  choir  and  the  leilowston©  Park  Sunday  School  choir .  These 
services  were  well  attended  and  enjoyed  "by  masay  p©op3.e,  and  the 
weather  for  this  program  vas  ideal. 

Interpretive  Services ,  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  presented 
a  number  of  talks  on  the  park  with  pictures  during  the  month.  The 
first  of  these  was  given  to  the  resid^ite  of  IfeEmoth  on  April  7.  Others 
included  the  Livingston  Rotary  Olvib  cm  April  14,  the  Lincoln  School 
and  Lutheran  Brotherhood  in  Livingston  cm  April  21,  the  Anaconda  High 
School,  Anaconda  5th  and  6th  Grades,  and  Aiaaccaida  Sportsmen  Club  on 
April  23,  and  the  Butte  Central  Hi^  School  aM  the  L.D.S.  Church  and 
general  public  in  Butte  on  April  24-.  Bie  majority  of  these  programs 
were  given  in  conjunction  and  in  cooperaticaa  wi'Ui  the  Montana  Gonserva- 
ti«m  Council  as  part  of  Montana.  Conservation  ^©ek  and  the  major  emphasis 
in  the  discussion  of  Iel3.owstone  was  the  importance  of  conserving  the 
resources  \diich  provide  inspirational  values  for  people.  }^,   Condon 
also  prepared  a  15-minute  radio  broadcast  iM-ch  wag  transmitted  over 
Station  KOPR,  Butte. 

tfeisetffii  Activities  and  aghibits.  In  the  museum  basoaeait  con- 
siderable improvement  of  storage  facilities  has  been  made  by  the 
completion  of  the  set  of  storage  cabinets,  liie  instellation  of  a  new 
section  to  the  negative  file  cabinets,  and  the  rearranging  and  painting 
of  this  entire  unit,  and  by  ihe   installation  of  a  new  case  tor  use  in 
enlarging  the  Yellowstone  Park  herbariian. 

Considerable  work  has  been  accomplished  in  setting  up  the 
power  tools  and  arranging  hand  tools  and  other  facilities  in  the  museum 
work  shop. 

The   Yellowstone  Park  museums  have  received  in  the  past  a 
ntimber  of  historically  significant  artifacts  fras.   the  George  Ash 
collection  and  during  April  we  received  an  additional  mmber  of 
pictures,  documents  and  other  artifact©  of  this  collection  from  I^. 
Eivind  Scpyen.  A  box  of  old  pictures  on  the  park  which  are  untitled 
and  undated  was  turned  in  to  the  musetas  by  ^.  Clarence  Sccyen,  lEhese 
were  the  property  of  Mr.  Vlilliam  J.  O'Loughlin. 
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Research  and  Observation*  Considecrable  time  was  spent  reviev- 
ing  literature  and  finiehing  \xp  the  editing  of  Harold  Brcxirick»e 
manuscripts  on  the  birds  of  Yellowstone  and  animals  of  Yellowstone. 

Mr.  George  D.  Marler  turned  in  his  manuscript  on  the  Old 
Jfeitibful  Geyser  near  the  end  of  the  month  and  this  manusoript  is  now 
in  the  process  of  reviey. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  the  interpretive  section 
of  the  master  plan  development  outline  of  the  park  Tidiich  will  be  trans- 
Bdtted  to  the  Regional  Office  for  us©  by  the  Regional  Naturalist  in  the 
preparation  of  the  interpretive  section  of  the  master  plan  development 
outline  for  the  park. 

Ihe  material  accumulated  1^  HiraB  M.  CJhittenden  on  stage 
hold-ups  in  the  park  frcm  ^<Mch  he  planned  to  \3rite  a  chapter  for  his 
book  has  been  on  loan  to  the  park  so  that  copies  of  it  might  be  prepared 
for  our  historical  files. 

Considerable  damage  has  been  done  to  many  of  ihe   features  in 
the  Lower  Geyser  Basin  by  the  concentration  of  bison  and  elk  in  that 
area  diiring  the  past  vdnter.  There  are  several  places  i^ere  the 
animals  have  apparently  concentrate  and  have  broken  doyn  th©  sinter. 
In  some  instances  they  have  pawed  holes  and  in  the  Fountain  group  they 
have  -used  the  thermal  area  as  a  thoroughfare  for  travel  and  a  definite 
path  has  been  tromped  across  th©  ihermal  area  runoffs. 

An  interestir^  observation  was  made  of  a  pronounced  change 
in  the  temperature  of  the  Black  Qrowler  Steam  Vent.  This  vent  is 
reported  in  literature  to  have  a  temperature  of  280°Fj  yet  temperatures 
taken  of  recent  years  have  indicated  it  much  below  that.  The  teBipera-> 
tare  taken  in  November  1951  indicated  a  temperature  of  2CX4°F  and  one 
taken  in  April  1952  indice.ted  a  drop  to  201  F.  In  addition  to  this 
change  there  is  a  tmch  greater  volume  of  water  being  ejected  frost  this 
v^it  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 

An  eruption  of  ^femijftg  Geyser  in  the  Lower  Geyser  Basin  was 
observed  on  April  24.  13ie  Morning  Geyser,  Potmtain  Geyser  and  Clepsydra 
Geyser  were  in  a  very  active  jdiase  two  years  ago  and  during  the  1951 
seascaa  were  dormant.  Apparently  at  scaae  time  during  '^ae  earlier  months 
of  1952  these  geysers  have  erupted.  13a^  seem  to  be  again  going  into 
an  active  phase.  Most  of  the  eruptions  were  to  a  height  of  only  12  to 
15  feet  but  one  exceptionally  powerful  jet  played  to  an  estimated 
height  of  75  feet,  Follotdng  the  eruption  the  water  level  in  ihe  main 
vent  of  the  looming  Cteyser  dropped  to  about  15  feet  below  the  surface 
while  the  water  level  in  the  Fountain  Geyser  was  only  down  about  13 
inches.  This  geyser  group  put  on  quite  a  spectacu3.ar  display  in  1950, 

Ifeitural  History  Association.  The  Yelloi^jstone  Library  and 
Hiseum  Association  sent  a  I6aam  colored  motion  picture  film  entitled 
"Geyser land"  to  Hollywood  for  duplication  of  this  filia.  It  proved  to 
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be  1,754-  feet   long  and  two  copies  of  it  were  obtained,  Hhese  were 
rettamed  on  April  25  and  isanedlately  sent  to  the  Bell  and  Howell  Co. 
for  the  placeDient  of  a  magnetic  scund  strip  in  hopes  that  we  will  be 
able  to  obtain  a  l^aam  magnetic  sound  motion  picture  projector  and 
place  sound  on  these  films  for  -use  in  the  interpretive  program. 

During  the  month  the  Associaticai  ptirchased  a  large  supply 
of  paper  for  publishing  the  Yellowstone  Hatyore  Notes  and  also  a  special 
stock  of  paper  to  reproduce  the  Fur  Traders  and  Trappers  again  T^y  multi- 
lith  for  sale. 

The  March-April  Yellowstone  Nature  Notes  were  edited,  multi- 
lithed  and  placed  in  the  rmil  hy  April  29. 

Ihe  Association  during  the  month  has  received  a  large  portion 
of  its  book  stock  for  surcmer  sale  and  these  included  large  numbers  of 
Cubby  Books  and  Yellov^stone  Geysers  from  the  Ifeiiversity  of  New  Mexico 
Press.  The  Association  purchased  all  of  the  Yellowstone  Plant  Books 
which  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  had  on  hand,  and  in  addition 
purdaased  all  of  the  Custer  Battlefield  National  Monianent  Handbooks 
which  the  Superintendent  of  Docimients  had.  A  large  shipaient  of  U.S.G.S. 
topographic  maps  were  received  and  book  stocks  are  now  being  prepared 
for  distribution  to  the  field. 

The   Association  continued  to  emplc^'  Mcs,   Alice  Quist  as  clerk 
and  she  is  now  working  five  afternoons  per  week,  Mc,  George  D,  Marler 
was  employed  by  the  Association  up  to  April  26  at  which  time  his  services 
were  terminated  and  it  is  anticipated  that  yhea.  he  returns  to  the  park 
in  May  he  will  be  eiaployed  as  a  seasonal  park  naturalist. 

Increase  or  Decrease  ^S  Travel.  This  April  a  total  of  3,300 
people  entered  the  park  as  compared  to  2,195  i»  April  of  1951.  The 
increase  is  probably  due  to  the  opening  of  the  roads  one  day  earlier  to 
Old  faithful. 

Die  highway  from  I'feramoth  to  Old  Faithful  and  Vfest  Yellowstone 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  April  27.  Approximately  4-00  first  entry 
cars  entered  the  park  by  the  North  and  West  Entrances  on  the  27th, 
Last  year  the  road  opened  in  a  similar  maimer  on  April  28, 

Visitors.  Franz  Lipp,  well-knoim  photographer  who  has  been 
photographing  in  Yellowstone  for  a  number  of  years  and  who  last  stmamer 
had  a  displEQ^  of  some  of  his  pictures  at  the  Chicago  Art  Institute, 
arrived  in  the  park  Ajaril  13  for  a  few  days  visit. 

Ranger  Service.  %)ring  housecleaning  continued  in  the  Chief 
Hanger's  Office.  Much  work  was  done  in  the  basement  in  conjunction  with 
field  station  supplies  to  be  used  during  the  summer  season.  Considerable 
time  was  devoted  to  mimeographing^  forms  for  summer  use.  The  revisions 
for  the  Checking  Station  and  Report  Jfenuals  were  written  and  will  be 
mimeographed  for  distribution  in  May,  Progress  was  made  in  the  revision 
of  the  Park  Ranger's  Administrative  Jfenual, 
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Charts  to  be  used  in  in-service  training  were  designed  and 
finished  and  organization  charts  for  the  Protection  Division  personnel 
were  developed  in  response  to  a  request  from  the  Regicm  Two  Office, 
A  chart  was  also  made  to  show  the  fluctuation  of  the  northern  elk  herd 
since  194^. 

District  Banger  Jacobson  moved  to  his  sumn^r  quarters  at  Old 
Faithful  on  April  28  so  that  the  public  might  be  seized  during  the 
early  pre-season  pieriod, 

^alch  work  was  done  in  revamping  and  repairing  the  horse 
trailers  and  surplus  equipment  was  acquired  which  will  be  made  into 
bear- trap  trailers. 

Nearly  all  of  the  seaeonal  rangers  for  which  money  is  avail- 
able have  been  recruited  for  the  sunaner.  One  man  was  hired  to  start 
work  on  the  Mammoth  grounds  beginning  the  28th.  Removal  of  the 
protection  fences  around  the  trees  and  shrubbery  -^s  started  immediately. 

Two  men  left  >femffioth  on  April  1  on  a  ski  trip  to  CanycsQ  for 
the  express  purpose  of  shoveling  Government  buildings  in  the  area. 
These  men  also  read  the  snow  siorvey  course  and  checked  the  condition 
of  the  buildings  at  Norris. 

fish  planting  was  supervised  by  rangers  on  the  24th,  29  th 
and  30th,  all  plants  being  made  in  the  Meuiison  River. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  ELK.  A  survey  of 
natural  mortalities  suffered  by  the  Northern  Yellowstone  elk  herd  was 
completed  during  April  but  much  of  the  winter  range  area  was  not 
covered  due  to  unfavorable  conditions  for  travel.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  natural  mortalities  vdll  total  about  500  animals  by  early 
June.  Ihis  total  includes  all  estimated  deaths  for  the  past  year  not 
including  calves  which  died  before  the  fall  period  of  1951-  ^e  annual 
elk  report,  submitted  on  April  24,  shows  that  4,300  elk  were  removed 
from  the  Northern  Yellowstone  herd  ftcm  the  fall  of  1951  through  the 
spring  of  1952,  as  follows i 

Hunting  in  Park  County,  Montana  ,...,....  3,19^ 
Scientific  specimens. 4- 

Accidentally  killed  at  traps. 35 

Shipped  alive  for  transplanting  or  propagation,  •   536 
Estimated  natural  mortalities  including 

starvation,  old  age,  etc 500 

Total..  iV,300 

The  herd  is  expected  to  contain  approximately  7,700  animals 
by  early  sunmer  before  calves,  bom  this  year,  are  added  to  the  herd, 

FISH,  The  Fish  and  Mildlife  Service  fisheries  station  at 
Bozeoan,  Montana,  provided  30,545  #3  brown  trout  which  were  planted  in 
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the  Madison  River  on.  April  24.  2he  Ermis  fisheries  station  ccsMaonced 
delivery  of  yearling  rainteov  trout  for  the  Madison  River  on  April  29 
and  11,000  were  planted  the  last  two  dsys  of  the  mcmth.  Bie  balance  of 
19,000  of  this  species  and  size  will  be  planted  early  in  l»fey. 

BISON,  Aerial  counts  of  the  interior  bison  herds  were  luade 
on  April  U  and  bison  in  the  Lamar  area  were  counted  froai  the  ground 
during  late  March.  Resiilts  of  these  counts  are  shown  as  follows: 
Hayden  Valley  386,  Pelican  Valley  251,  Lower  firehole  River  Area  196, 
Lamar  River  Area  143,  Total  976, 

It  is  probable  that  natural  mortalities  dxtring  the  winter  and 
spring  were  high  in  the  interior  herds.  Snoi^  depths  were  above  noiroal 
over  the  winter  ranges  of  these  animals  and  it  is  thought  that  starvation 
xaay  have  effected  some  reduction  of  the  herds.  Investigation  of  the 
losses  will  be  deferred  until  early  suMner  when  ground  surveys  can  be 
made. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  Assistant  Chief  Hanger  Chapman 
attended  the  meeting  sponsored  by  R-l  of  the  U,  S.  Forest  Service  at 
Missoula,  Montana,  for  the  purpose  of  making  reccEsaendations  for  fire 
fighter  wage  rates  for  the  coining  season.  Following  a  general  dis- 
cussion, it  was  agreed  that  a  4,2  per  cent  increase  would  be  applied 
to  each  individual  fire-fighter  rate  in  effect  during  the  season  of 
1951. 

VMle  in  lfl.ssoula  Vt,   Chapnian  conferred  with  Mr.  L.  M.  Stewart 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Parachute  Project,  It  is  inu'telly  understood 
that  we  will  proceed  along  the  same  course  as  last  year  in  activating 
our  Smoke  jumper  Unit  for  the  coming  season.  Biree  of  last  year's  smoke- 
jtnnpers  are  returning  to  lellowstone,  the  fourth  being  in  the  armed 
forces . 

After  considerable  correspondence  with  Gallatin  National 
Forest  officials  it  has  been  decided  to  furnish  -yaoa  with  the  fire 
weather  measurements  from,  ovoe  Mt,  Holoes  Station  and  in  tinm  thesy  will 
furnish  us  witii  data  from  their  West  Yellowstone  Station,  This  tdll 
give  us  a  chance  to  eliminate  our  I'lest  lellowstone  Station  upon  receiv- 
ing concurrence  frooi  the  Weather  Bureau  at  Boise.  This  seems  a  logical 
arrangement J  for  at  present  two  agencies  are  operating  fire  weather 
staticais  in  the  same  area. 

Blister  Rust  Gonlacol.  Assistant  Chief  Hanger  Chajman  made  a 
trip  to  Spokane,  VJashington,  during  the  first  week  in  April  to  confer 
with  Bureau  of  lihtcanologir  officials  regarding  the  Blister  Rust  Program 
for  the  coming  season  and  to  bring  back  stoves  and  cots  for  tise  in  the 
Camelian  Creek  Camp, 

Wood  Utilization.  An  inspection  of  the  Pebble  Creek  area  was 
made  to  determine  the  amount  of  cleanup  vdiich  will  be  left  for  the 
Engineering  Divisicai  to  do  this  spring.  Approximately  ISO  hazardous 
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trees  were  eliminated  aloaag  the  highway.  This  work  was  dcaae  while 
considerable  snow  was  on  the  ground  with  the  understanding  that  the 
stumps  would  be  cut  at  f;a:'ound  level  and  the  slash  removed  as  soon  as 
the  snow  left  the  area.  !Ehe  material  will  be  used  for  guard  rails. 

Building  Fire  Protection.  Inspection  of  Yellowstone  Park 
CoBnpany  buildings  in  Gardiner  was  ccmpleted  during  the  month  and  a 
copr^  of  the  findings  and  recoaDHendations  v&s   subtoitted  to  the  Qtmpajoy 
President. 

Inspection  of  Gtovemment  buildings  is  \2nderway  in  the  Lamar 
District. 

Trails.  Positions  on  the  trail  crew  vere  accepted  by  three 
applicants  during  the  month.  Like  most  of  the  applicants,  these  men 
are  unskilled  in  trail  work  but  were  selected  for  their  apparent  adapt- 
abili-ty  to  living  in  renote  areas  under  adverse  ccaiditions.  It  is 
practically  le^ossible  to  find  experienced  trail  men  for  the  wages 
being  paid.  By  the  end  of  the  mon-tii  a  suitable  trail  crevj  foreman  had 
not  been  emplpyed.  Capable  men  are  reluctant  to  work  in  remote  areas 
and  live  under  primitive  conditions  when  they  can  make  more  money  on 
the  road  crew  or  in  other  forms  of  employment. 

800  orange  colored  trail  markers  were  cut  and  painted.  Most 
of  the  park  trails  need  marking':  and  it  is  planned  to  do  much  of  this 
work  during  the  coming  summer. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety.  One  Class  B  vehicle  accident 
was  reported  tids  month,  although  the  collision  actually  occurred 
Iferch  27.  Visitors  were  involved  and  the  accident  happened  on  the 
Gallatin  road.  I<^  road  surface  and  obscured  vision  were  given  as  the 
cause  of  the  accident  and  both  drivers  were  probably  at  fault. 

One  Class  A  vehicle  accident  was  also  reported  and  it  occurred 
on  the  Gallatin  road  also.  An  oil  tanker  tractor- trailer  side-swiped 
a  visitor  car  at  the  Horseshoe  Curve  or  '-Bevil's  Elbow".  Ihe  burden 
of  fault  appeared  to  rest  on  the  truck  driver. 

No  injuries  to  personnel  were  reported  tiiis  month. 

Law  ihforcQBent.  Ho  cases  of  violation  were  reported  this 
month.  No  U.  S.  Comraissioner  has  yet  been  appointed  to  succeed 
Canmissioner  T.  Pau3.  Wilcox. 

Deaths.  Mr,   E,  A.  Allan,  who  retired  as  a  Powerhouse  Operator 
on  March  31,  1950,  after  some  32  years  of  service  in  Yellowstone,  died 
of  a  heart  attack  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Hollywood,  California,  on 
April  6  at  the  age  of  72.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  ihe  Mascmic 
Hall  in  Livingston  on  April  12, 
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Yellowstone  lost  a  fine  friend  and  one  of  its  sta;unchest 
supporters  and  boosters  in  the  jjaesing  aa  April  28  in  Helena  of 
William  G,  "BiH"  Ferguson  of  a  heart  attack,  yt.   Ferguson  was 
Manager  of  the  I'bntana  Autcaaobile  Club  and  Secretary  of  the  i^oific 
Northwest  Travel  Association  and  probably  did  more  i^an  any  oiiier 
Montanan  in  encoijraging  visitors  to  come  to  Mcaatanaj  Yellowstone  and 
Glacier  National  Parks. 

Personnel.  Warren  F,  Haciilton  arrived  in  the  park  on  April  3 
frcan  Tupelo,  Mssissippi,  and  entered  on  duiy  as  Assistant  Superintendent j 
GS--12,  vice  Fred  T.  Johnston,  by  reassigmaent  and  change  of  headquarters 
frcjBi  Hatches;  Trace  Parkws^,  effective  March  30,  1952. 

13ie  services  of  Clerk-ll^ist  Marjorie  C,  Proper  were  texminated 
at  the  close  of  business  April  4. 

Charles  E.  Moore  entered  on  duty  as  Project  Clerk,  GS-v4.>  vice 
William  K,  Masters  on  April  7. 

Betty  Lee  Proznick  returned  to  work  in  the  Katisralist  Division 
on  April  7  from  annual  and  leave  without  pay  since  November  9, 

Park  Ranger  Harry  V.  ReynoMs,  Jr.  was  separated  ty  transfer 
to  the  Air  Rescue  Squadron,  ^fcCall,  Idaho,  at  the  close  of  business 
April  11. 

Otto  M.  Brown,  new  Chief  Ranger,  transferred  frcai  Olympic 
National  Park  vice  Curtis  K.  Skinner,  arriving  in  the  park  on  April  17 
with  Mrs.  Brown.  He  was  entered  on  duty  beginning  April  23  l^y  prcaotion 
(indefinite)  and  transfer. 

Betty  Jane  ThoBias  watered  on  duty  as  seasonal  Clerk-I^pist, 
GS-3  on  April  U. 

Mlscellanaous.  !!he  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Local  4^5  of 
the  Federal  Employees  Union  was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  April  7.  Follow- 
ing the  regular  business  meeting.  Park  Naturalist  Condon  showed  a  movie 
film  of  the  park. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Government  Sfaplcyees  was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  April  21. 


MmmSi  B,  Bogex's 
Si^rintendent 
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